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NEWSWEEK 
3 JANl^RY 1909 


A Defector’s Story 

Stefan Svirdlev is one of the few officers to defect from Bulgar- 
ia's feared secret service — and live to tell about iL In Munich, 
Svirdlev gave Newsweek’s Zofia Smardxan insider's view of 
Bulgaria 's enforcers in action. Her report: - : , u 

Svirdiev is a short,’ baJdish man with a face like a potato -and 
dark, Balkan eyes. He is an impassioned nationalistic deplores 
his country s domination’by the Soviet Union; heisxonvinced 


lev^says. In a factory, ^>some agents were responsible for the 
. f acto r yasa wholeand someonly for individuals. Tbecollabora- 
torsweeived instructionsin secret meetings^with DS officers. 
Secret collaborators abroad were us uall y foreign nationals, like 
Mehmet Ali Agca, who might get quick training in their own 
country or be brought to Bulgaria for lessons from the DS. 

Doniecs: Svirdlev supervised the acbvities.of.ali of the divi- 
rionsof the localDSinTemik. He was responsible for mam tam- 
ing public orderan d for issuing permits for Bulgarians to travel 
abroad. In !970iefwas^Drdered by a special/directive 10 take 
cha^e of ‘“prevenn ve waST - — preparing . 


- — r- T , r ..pjcvcimve^vorK — preparing extensive .dossiers on 

that the KGB ordered the Bulgarians to kill i h epopc. ^Bulgaria 'evei^Dc^omightbccbpridcreddangero^^ TVi<» 

has no interest m loliing a pqpe,^ he rays^ ut^ttrat rlli tc . ;?gospeic^eU 3ntQ^ 

^country it has to canyoutits ordgrR hct 

- task, the more trasmo^y^e ^io%'aagc<y ; positions 

Svirdlev was an officer mtieBulgananXhirmavnaSigumost bef6re3944;allcommnm?>tsgxpelleafrom the panyfof -favoring 
when be fied after an unsuccessful power strugglcin 1971. Atthe ‘ '^toim^^laOTsm-^dliie children ofan‘tdevmionists.”ln 
nme, Svirdlev said, the DS had 40,000 employees— dOpereent case:of,wanwth Bulgaria’s -neighbors, SvirfflevVordm-were 
•oficers, the rest support^ersonneL !lhe > riffi£bre f -^e--never~-^;''g^pli^?aire jffl Wthe-^gerons-people ^-ft^ T bf 

referred m as agents bumiheras ‘ , rnvesngateis^“tiitel]igeng Jhe jnrmv ^ - 

gatherers.” Recruiting officers sdccu^^cnflcaDffidatis-and^^iaiiiMraimnfatmy orri^^^^ 

then picked tbebes^Thet^efcriterioh^w^^?e^.: :^^^^?mumsts4»ami«ware^^ ffl^ Wloang 
says, was"“ absolute ^devotion to the JCgm^ot r^^I»ri ^^ j ^ip jaj^^^V .iaoebeem>seofttscompleteshbo HbTMirif.n m Mos-; 
only o n the part of th e-andidate but of-aDihose- , , 1 . cow^heag»ys.^BetweCT 1965 «a3971th 


around him and with whomthe comes intoeon-'. 
tact/* After a candidater-was selected, hefilledout" 
■^tn application form. *^obodyxboosestho©S?^ 
’ Svirdlev sa ys-TheDSch coses fbem7* 

Svirdlev was chosen forthe”DS in 1 96fr aflera . ~ 
distinguished 15-year stint -with the Bulgarian 
border guard, which is closely aligned with the , 
DS. He quickly rose to colonel, working with * 
agents in Bulgaria. 'The operatives were called* 1 
^secret collaborators. : Thq^ , ran 1 from bluo-ooflarf 
^workers .to generals. ^^iystern^ 

' ^doubles thesrructxireonifeoneveiy4ev<^ 1, ^TOS^ 



^ed^oM St eec ra ftcr -m unsucoc 

- - a I* - 


?,$ben* : 
dulfpinscbliir* 


in 


♦ Munich, ^keeping his whereabouts'* «ecm ? «nd- 
r -looking over his shoulder. AndForthe first timein 
f has life, theworkers'-rate coplsalaborer. “Now! 
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